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The 2013 Education and Sports Sector Review (ESSR) is an opportunity 
for all of us to look back at education provision over the last year.  
 
It is also an opportunity to discuss what changes needs to be made over 
the coming year and how we can all contribute to building a Uganda 
where every child has access to quality public education.  
 
The civil society recommendations here detail some of the general and 
specific changes we believe would make a critical difference to education 
provision in Uganda over the coming year.  
 
Many challenges still face the provision of quality education. Central to 
addressing these is a rigorous focus on efficiency - ensuring all stake-
holders are enabled to do their job, and held to account if they do not.  
 
The ESSR is crucial to improving education provision in Uganda. This is 

why one of our key recommendations to the Government is that critical 

undertakings identified at the ESSR should feed into the Joint Assess-

ment Framework (JAF) and budget process. Funding allocations should 

be decided based on the recommendations set at the ESSR. Only then 

will the education sector benefit from the analysis, discussion and find-

ings that the ESSR generates.  

 

We hope that these, as well as our other specific recommendations, are 

considered and adopted by the decision makers.  

 

 

 
 

Frederick Mwesigye  

Executive Director, Forum for Education NGOs in Uganda  
 

The Forum for Education NGOs in Uganda (FENU) is a network of over 100 

NGOs, CSOs and CBOs. We are an advocacy forum of civil society who work 

together to improve education in Uganda.  

Introducing FENU  
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Civil Society Recommendations  

 
Responsible  
  

 
Education in Emergencies Working Group  

A full Education in Emergencies Working 
Group, is needed within the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Sports to ensure that children in crisis 
situations have access to education. This work 
could include disaster risk reduction, preparing 
for potential emergencies and coordinating the 
response. The working group needs appropri-
ate funding including a dedicated fund for 
emergency response. 

  

  
Permanent  
Secretary 

 
Certification equation framework with DRC  

All refugees should be able to continue their 
education in Uganda, but there are specific 
problems with equating the certificates for 
those from the DRC. UNEB should receive 
adequate funding to set up a certification equa-
tion framework with the DRC, as it has with 
other countries. 

  

 
Permanent  
Secretary, UNEB 
  

 
Teacher deployment in emergencies  

Special focus needs to be placed on teacher 
deployment in areas where emergencies are 
prevalent or likely, to ensure acceptable 
teacher-pupil ratios are maintained 

  

 
Permanent  
Secretary, Office 
of Prime Minister 
  

Education in emergencies  



 14 

Children in emergency  
situations should have  
access to education  

An Education in Emergencies Working Group with  
appropriate funding should be set up to coordinate 
disaster preparedness and response.  
©Directorate of Education Standards  
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General Recommendations  

 
Civil Society Recommendations  

 
Responsible  
  

 
The ESSR, Joint Assessment Framework (JAF) 
and budget process should be linked  

Key funding priorities in the education and sports 
sector should be identified at the ESSR. 
The ESSR recommendations should then be fed 
into the JAF and budget process to determine 
funding allocations and minimum standards. 
The Ministry of Education and Sports annual work 
plans should be based on the priorities identified 
by the ESSR. These work plans should be shared 
with the rest of the sector. 
  

  
Government of 
Uganda 

 
Education and Sports Sector Budget  

The Education and Sports Sector should receive a 
larger budget. This is especially important given 
the growing population which means every year 
more children need to go to school. At the very 
least, it is crucial that the Education and Sports 
Sector budget does not receive any further cuts.  
 

 

Government of 
Uganda  

 
Education for disadvantaged children  

All children should have access to education.  
Special emphasis needs to be made to ensure 
that disadvantaged children are able to access 
appropriate, quality education. 

  

 

Government of 
Uganda  


